to Evangelical Religion,
the same as affecting the temper of the mind in regard to Christianity.
A number of the men exhibited by the biographers and historians, rose so eminently above the general character of the human  race, that their  names  have  become  inseparably associated with our ideas of moral greatness.    A thoughtful student of antiquity enters this majestic company with an impression of mystical awfulness, resembling that of Ezekiel in his vision.    In this select and revered as sembly we include only those who were distinguished by elevated virtue, as well as powerful talents and memorable actions.    Undoubtedly the magnificent powers and energy without moral excellence, so often displayed on the field of ancient history, compel a kind of prostration of the soul in the presence of men, whose surpassing achievements seem to silence for a while, and but for a while, the sense of justice which must execrate their ambition and their crimes; but where greatness of mind seems but secondary to greatness of virtue, as in the examples of Phocion, Epaminondas, Aristides, Timoleon, Dion, Cimon, and several more, the heart applauds itself for feeling an irresistible captivation. This number indeed  is small, 'compared with  the whole galaxy of renowned names; but it is large enough to fill the mind, and to give as venerable an impression of pagan greatness, as if none of its examples had been the heroes whose fierce brilliance lightens through the blackness of their depravity; or the legislators, orators, and philosophers, whose wisdom was degraded by imposture, venality, or vanity. A most impressive part of the influence of ancient character on modern feelings, is derived from the accounts of two or three of the greatest philosophers, whose virtue, protesting and solitary in the times in which they lived, whose intense devotedness in the pursuit of wisdom, and whose occasional sublime glimpses of apprehension, received from beyond the sphere of error in which they were enclosed and benighted, present them to the mind with something like the venerableness of the prophets of God.    Among the exhibitions of this kind, it is unnecessary to say that Xenophon's Memoir of Socrates   stands  unrivalled and above comparison.*
* Xenophon's Reminiscences (Memorabilia) of Socrates are a series of